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Have Mercy 
Kevin Rhodes 

 

It hurts when I hear people, including some 

Christians, use the phrase “Have mercy” so 

cavalierly. After all, it is essentially an appeal to 

God, whether they realize it or not. And no 

appeal to God should be made vainly or 

regarding silly matters of no consequence. Few 

probably appreciate the origin of the phrase or its 

true character, but it is important for us to move 

beyond the loose exclamatory use of these two 

words and to see them in their true context. 

Following the Babylonian captivity, an unnamed 

Jew wrote a series of psalms, each with the 

heading “A Song of Ascents,” for the children of 

Israel to sing together as they traveled back to 

Jerusalem to worship. Each tends to build on the 

psalms before it, creating a collection that helps 

transition the mind from the situation back home 

to preparation for worship in Jerusalem. In the 

midst of these psalms lies Psalm 123, a brief 

offering filled with emotion and meaning 

because it captures how God’s people of all ages 

live between two worlds—the materialistic world 

dominated by the prince of the power of the air 

and the kingdom of heaven in which God 

Himself reigns. 

 

Meeting Times 

 

Sunday  

Bible Class        9:30am 

Worship             10:30am 

 

Worship              6:00pm 

 

Wednesday      

Bible Class        7:00pm 

 

Ladies Bible Class will 
resume in the fall 
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http://www.lakecountrychurchofchrist.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

` 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

..Upcoming Events:.. 

 

 

 August 15th  Summer Series: Jacob Gibson will speak to us about the Beauty  

of Serving  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Therefore, this psalm expresses faith in an important way. It looks to the 

Lord above with a renewed perspective of deep need and with gratitude for 

His patience, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, and love all the while 

keenly aware of the world’s enmity toward God’s people and all things 

spiritual. 

The psalmist opens with purposeful longing for God’s attention and 

protection, but also with an eye to see beyond the earth’s horizon to engage 

God who is spirit in his cause: “Unto You I lift up my eyes, O You who 

dwell in the heavens” (Psa. 123:1). He remains all too cognizant of his own 

position upon the earth, and this is essential for any who appeal to heaven. 

The recognition of the distinction between heaven and earth and the need of 

man and the power of God lies at the heart of prayer and all appreciation for 

the attention God offers in listening to His people’s petitions (1 Pet. 3:12; 1 

John 5:14-15). But the relationship between man and God matters as we 

look to Yahweh for help. Indeed, to approach Him as anything other than 

humble servants who realize that every appeal depends on the gracious 

character of a loving Master is to miss the essence of what makes the 

relationship possible. “Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of 

their masters, As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, So our eyes 

look to the LORD our God, Until He has mercy on us” (Psa. 123:2). There is 

such longing in this description, a patience and perseverance that only faith 

can maintain, and this precisely fills the hearts of those dedicated to the 

LORD with full confidence in His mercy along with the recognition of their 

great need for it. The world is fraught with trials and tribulation, dangers and 

difficulties, hostilities and heartache. Nevertheless, God’s mercy abounds. 

And our confidence in this should permeate our existence to the point of 

eliminating all doubt. This is essential because of the constant pressure the 

godless and the faithless of this world will often apply against us. The 

worldly will despise the spiritual; those who value luxury will ridicule those 

who value sacrifice; the disdain of the proud in this world will rise up to 

humiliate those already humbled for their need for God. “Have mercy on us, 

O LORD, have mercy on us! For we are exceedingly filled with contempt. 

Our soul is exceedingly filled With the scorn of those who are at ease, With 

the contempt of the proud” (Psa. 123:3-4).  

Have mercy. Two simple words. Placed in their context, they express such 

faith in the love of God. And that is how we should think of them—

meaningful, heavenly, spiritual. It is not about condemning a casual use of a 

phrase so much as about calling for higher speech through spiritual thinking. 

We all need God’s mercy so desperately. So let us appreciate it, and let our 

speech honor it, and so honor the God who offers it. 
 

Order of Service 
 

   Opening Remarks     Don Petrosky, Jr.  
   Song Leader      Tom Barr 

   Song #542  Purer in Heart, O God 

   Song #676  There’s Within My Heart  

   Prayer      Sam Philips   

   Song #742  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

   Communion      Don Petrosky, Jr.

         Leonard Meredith 

   Song #790  Wonderful Love of Jesus  

   Song #627  The Glory Land Way 

   Sermon     Clay Bond 
    

   Song #207  Hark! The Gentle Voice  

   Offering       
    

   Closing Remarks     Don Petrosky, Jr.  
   

   Song #76  Blest Be the Tie  

   Dismissal Prayer     Sam Tarbet  

…Prayer List… 
 

Gay Kyle, Eugene & Barbara Haydon, Bud Bond, Don 

Walker, Gary Schneider, Kathy Ivanciw’s mother Shirley, 

Butch Crownover, Chris’ cousin Tyler has begun cancer 

treatments, Melvin Wright, Petrosky’s grand daughter-in-

law Christie severe eye problem 
 

Remember our college students who are away at 

school: Jarrett & Luke Haydon, Emily & Courtney 

Meredith, and Dylan & Steven Petrosky 
 

Shut-Ins: Robbi George  

…..&Wednesday Devotional.... 

    

July 4-Aug. 29 Summer Series  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Attendance: Sunday AM:   42   PM:   34   Wednesday:   30     Contribution: $2613.69 


