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Back to Basics 
Kevin Rhodes 

 

The pursuit of happiness. Those words—

inscribed in the founding document of the 

United States—describe so much of people’s 

focus in life. Of course, those were also not the 

original words. The committee of John Adams, 

Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson 

originally borrowed John Locke’s group of 

three: life, liberty, and property. However, due 

to political and economic considerations, they 

changed it. This itself has some interesting 

historical implications, but what I find most 

interesting is how people usually connect these 

two without even thinking about it. For most, 

the pursuit of happiness is the pursuit of 

property—the accumulation of things. Today, 

some have become so disenchanted with this—

usually because they do not have many 

things—that they have come to celebrate living 

without things. While this has much to 

recommend it, the fact remains that property of 

some sort does enter much of life in some way, 

and therefore it becomes an argument about 

degree. However, we need not lose our 

possessions to learn this lesson because God 

has shown it throughout the scriptures. 

 

 

Meeting Times 

 

Sunday  

Bible Class        9:30am 

Worship             10:30am 

 

Worship              6:00pm 

 

Wednesday      

Bible Class        7:00pm 

 

Ladies Bible Class 

meets Tuesdays at 
10am 
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..Upcoming Events:.. 

 Today Fellowship Meal after morning worship 

 Sept. 23-26 Lake Country will host a Gospel Meeting with Wade Webster 

 Sept. 30th – Oct. 3rd Johnson City Church of Christ will host a Gospel Meeting 

with Clay Bond.  

 Sept 30th  Garrett English will fill in for Clay. Garrett is a 2nd year student at 

SWSBS  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

      Following the Jews return from Babylonian captivity, they began to show 

greater respect for keeping the Law of Moses, especially in regard to some of the 

ceremonial aspects clearly laid out in scripture. This included the requirement to 

journey to Jerusalem for various feast days, such as the Feast of Harvest and Feast 

of Ingathering (Ex. 32:16), both associated with God’s blessing them with 

sufficient food to sustain them and maintain their health. As they traveled, they 

would sing songs written with this in mind, and Psalm 128 was one such song that 

served that function. Upon their return to the land, they had little wealth but found 

themselves dependent in practically every way. While certainly a difficult time, 

somewhat analogous to America’s Great Depression, it helped them focus on 

what truly mattered, and in the process they discovered that possessions stood 

much lower on the list than they previously assumed.  

      Blessedness, notes the psalmist, has roots in characteristics far more important 

and enduring than the fleeting trappings of opulence—or even comfort. The best 

life is the blessed life, and that life is grounded in reverence for God and living 

according to His precepts (Psa. 128:1). More than that, the psalmist notes the joy 

and satisfaction of working and thus being able to provide for yourself and, by 

what follows, others (Psa. 128:2), a practice begun in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 

2:15) and enjoined in every covenant (2 Thess. 3:10). God makes happiness 

available to man through what He commands man to do. Thus, in calling on 

people to marry, be monogamous, and have children, He did not create some 

oppressive situation for the wife and children but rather the very best environment 

for all involved, for everyone’s provision, joy, and well-being (Psa. 128:3). So 

many people today reject God’s plan for the home and only later discover His 

wisdom after much self-inflicted pain. But those who respect God will respect His 

wisdom for their lives as well and reap the benefits and blessings of a happy home 

for many years (Psa. 128:4). However, God did not create families for isolation 

but for society too—more specifically, spiritual society. Therefore, when families 

together embraced the spiritual in returning to Jerusalem to honor God and to 

follow His will, they brought blessings upon themselves far greater than they 

probably could have imagined (Psa. 128:5). By coming before God they joined in 

the greater chorus of families determined to do His will and formed a bond of 

fellowship extended to heaven and thus provided the foundation for a godly 

society that would bless their families and the nation for years to come (Psa. 

128:6).  

     Society has wandered so far from God in seeking prosperity that it has lost 

sight of the foundation that makes society a pleasant environment in the first 

place. When we once more give attention to godliness and morality, build strong 

and committed marriages, and train our children to do the same, we 

will  accomplish far more good for society than the greatest economic plan in 

history. The strength of any society lies not in its government or its economy but 

in the character and godliness of its people, beginning in the home. And that is 

why we need to get back to basics in America today. 
 

Order of Service 
 

   Opening Remarks     Clay Bond   
   Song Leader      Tom Barr 

   Song #722  We Have Heard the Joyful Sound  

   Song #118  Count Your Blessings 

   Prayer      Chris Windham 

   Song #495  O the Depth and the Riches  

   Communion      Russell Haydon 

        Dylan Petrosky 

   Song #732  We Praise Thee, O God 

   Song #781  Wonderful Story of Love   

   Sermon      Wade Webster 
    

   Song #584  Softly and Tenderly   

   Offering       
    

   Closing Remarks     Clay Bond  
   

   Song #847  Bind Us Together   

   Dismissal Prayer     Ray Parks  

…Prayer List… 
 

Gay Kyle, Eugene & Barbara Haydon, Don Walker, Gary 

Schneider, Kathy Ivanciw’s mother Shirley, Butch 

Crownover, Chris’ cousin Tyler, Melvin Wright 
 

Remember our college students who are away at 

school: Jarrett & Luke Haydon, Emily & Courtney 

Meredith, and Dylan & Steven Petrosky 
 

Shut-Ins: Robbi George  

…..&Wednesday Devotional.... 

    

Sept. 26th  Gospel Meeting 

Oct. 3rd Ray Parks 

Oct. 10th    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Attendance: Sunday AM:  37   PM:   29   Wednesday:    27    Contribution: $3083.95 


