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Survival
Kevin Rhodes

We tend to make people heroes for all kinds
of reasons. With reverence we celebrate
those who are willing to sacrifice their own
lives in order to protect others. We marvel
at those who find courage in the moment to
rise to the challenge and force their
determination to override their fear. On a
lesser note, we make heroes out of sports
figures because of their athletic prowess.
Some even treat actors as heroes because of
the roles they play. And somewhere along
the line we forgot to recognize and honor
another type of heroic trait that manifests
itself in a variety of ways all around us—
perseverance. The inspired psalmist,
however, did not forget. To the contrary,
when writing in Psalm 129, he reflected on
Israel’s history and, rather than recounting
the exploits of Israel’s heroes, he recalled
their collective perseverance due to the
LORD’s provision. Israel  survived.
Overcoming all odds through history, Israel
still stood, and they did so because of God.
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Order of Service

Opening Remarks Leonard Meredith
Song Leader Tom Barr
Song #532 Praise Him! Praise Him!

Song #129 Each Step I Take
Prayer Don Petrosky, Jr.
Song #726 We Saw Thee Not
Communion Ray Parks
Don Petrosky, Sr.

From their origin in Egypt, Israel had faced oppression and subjugation (Psa.
129:1), but this never defined them because they endured it and survived it (Psa.
129:2). They had suffered much, but the righteousness of God delivered them
(Psa. 129:3-4), and so they survived. In the history that followed, they faced
opposition from the Midianites, the Amalekites, and the Philistines in their early
days, overcoming them with God’s help only to then fall into conflict with the
larger nations of Egypt, Syria, Assyria, and then Babylon. And yet they survived.
Their oppressors treated them with contempt, but while those empires withered
away, giving ground to those that followed and suffering their own humiliation in
the process, Israel survived (Psa. 129:5-7). Therefore, knowing this, no one should
compromise principle and honor those who oppose God but rather accept the
hardship of the moment knowing by faith that, with God’s help, righteousness will
endure (Psa. 129:8).

Most people will never receive a Congressional Medal of Honor. Few people
have the skill to play professional sports at all, and only a handful are recognizable
superstars. But everyone can persevere. Few people have gone through life with
everything handed to them. In fact, most people have endured far more than you
would ever realize at first glance. Some have lost all of their possessions. Some
have battled disease. Some live with sorrow daily from the loss of someone close
to them. These occurrences happen so frequently that we forget just how
significant enduring them truly is. To survive hardship and to endure adversity
offers us opportunity to build character in ways that luxury and ease can never do.
Difficulties remind us of our weakness and of our need; they should remind us
how much we need God.

However, there is another aspect of survival that deserves attention because it
matters even more—spiritual survival. Satan uses hardship, stress, and loss to try with Clay Bond
to weaken and destroy fa!th._l—_|e employs adversity with pinppiqt precision, > Today Garrett English will fill in for Clay. Garrett is a 2" year
probing for weakness and instilling doubt. He pushes us to the limit of human student at SWSBS
endurance, working to break our faith. Sometimes he uses others who ridicule our
convictions and challenge our commitment. He persecutes in subtle ways and
with multiple waves, wearing us down physically and emotionally in order to get
to us spiritually. But in this ongoing battle, we do not have to be a hero, because ...Prayer List...
we already have a Hero, Jesus Christ. Therefore, in order to emerge victorious | | .Wednesday Devotional Gay Kyle, Eugene & Barbara Haydon, Don Walker, Gary
from battle, we do not have to take new ground; we just have to survive. In the g Schneider, Kathy Ivanciw s mother Shirley, Butch
early days of World War 11, when Nazi Germany was at its peak and before the Oct. 3 Ray Parks Crownover, Chris’ cousin Tyler, Melvin Wright
United States entered the war, Hitler unleashed the Luftwaffe on London with Oct. 10™ Remember our college students who are away at
constant attacks—all in an effort to break Britain’s will. But they endured; they school: Jarrett & Luke Haydon, Emily & Courtney
stood strong; they survived. They showed others it could be done, and this Meredith, and Dylan & Steven Petrosky
changed the course of the war. Do not underestimate the significance of survival. Shut-Ins: Robbi George
When your faith survives all that Satan throws against it, you are a hero.

Song #682 To God Be the Glory

Song #632 The Gospel Is For All
Sermon Garrett English

Song #255 I Am Resolved
Offering
Closing Remarks Leonard Meredith

Song #743 We'll Work Till Jesus Comes
Dismissal Prayer Wendell Harrison

..Upcoming Events:..
> Sept. 30" — Oct. 3@  Johnson City Church of Christ will host a Gospel Meeting

|| Attendance: Sunday AM: 48 PM: 46 Wednesday: 41  Contribution: $2718.39 ||




