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Jesus Gives "Church" 

Meaning 
Eric Lyons 

 

The Greek word  ekklesia, 

translated as “church” in most 

English Bibles, simply means 

“assembly.” In Matthew 16:18, 

Jesus said, “I will build my 

church (ekklesia).” Hence, we 

could read this verse, “I (Jesus) 

will build my assembly.” Paul 

wrote, “The churches of Christ 

salute you” (Romans 16:16). 

Again, this world translated 

“churches” could be translated 

“assemblies.” 

 

 

Meeting Times 

 

Sunday  

Bible Class        9:30am 

Worship             10:30am 

 

Worship              6:00pm 

 

Wednesday      

Bible Class        7:00pm 

 

Ladies Bible Class 

meets Wednesdays at 
10am 

 

MARCH 3, 2019 
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..Announcements:.. 
 

 

Today!   Potluck Fellowship after morning worship 

 

 

Interestingly, the same term used in the two verses above 

(ekklesia) also is used at times in reference to secular 

assemblies. For example, in Acts 19:32 the term ekklesia is 

used to speak of the mob at Ephesus. The text reads: “Some 

therefore cried one thing, and some another: for the assembly 

(ekklesia) was confused.” 

 

One might ask, “How do I know if the text is speaking about a 

secular assembly or the church?” Answer: The modifying 

words in the context of a particular passage are what make it 

possible to distinguish the kind of assembly to which the Bible 

writers were referring. We know that the assemblies Paul 

mentioned in Romans 16:16 are churches because ekklesia is 

modified by the phrase “of Christ.” Likewise, in Acts 20:28, 

we know the assembly mentioned is the church because it is 

modified by the phrase, “of God, which he hath purchased 

with his own blood” (emp. added). The word “assembly” is set 

apart from secular assemblies in these passages because the 

context points to a group of people owned by Christ. 

 

The religious world needs to understand that Jesus is the one 

who gives ekklesia meaning. When mere human names and 

terms are placed alongside “church,” then the name no longer 

possesses the meaning that God intended for it to have. 

Christians should wear the name of Christ (and Christ only) 

because He purchased the church (Acts 20:28) and said it was 

His (Matthew 16:18). 

 

Without the work of Jesus, nothing would separate us from 

man-made assemblies. He gave ekklesia a new meaning in the 

first century, and continues to give it meaning today when we 

wear His name. 
 

Order of Service 
 

   Opening Remarks     Clay Bond 
   Song Leader      Tom Barr 
 

   Song #468  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing   

   Song #884  Teach Me Lord to Wait 

   Prayer      Leonard Meredith 
 

   Song #384  Lead Me to Calvary  
    

   Communion      Don Petrosky, Jr.

         Sam Tarbet 

   Song #421  Love Lifted Me  

   Song #372  Just a Closer Walk with Thee 

   Sermon      Clay Bond 
    

   Song #655  There’s a Fountain Free 

   Offering       
    

   Closing Remarks     Clay Bond 
   

   Song #498  O Think of the Home Over There  

   Dismissal Prayer     Ray Parks 

 

…Prayer List… 
 

Gay Kyle, Kathy Ivanciw’s mother Shirley, Butch 

Crownover, Chris’ cousin Tyler, Melvin Wright 

  

Remember our college students who are 

away at school: Jarrett & Luke Haydon  
 

Shut-Ins: Robbi George  

 

Wednesday Devotional.... 

 

March 6th  Holton  

March 13th Dylan  

 Attendance: Sunday AM:  33   PM:     Wednesday:   24    Contribution: $2491.88 


