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“The Man Upstairs” 
Kyle Butt 

 

Maybe you have been in a conversation 

when a person used the phrase “the Man 

upstairs.” In fact, it might be the case that 

you have used it yourself. Most people 

understand that this phrase is supposed to 

refer to God. The famous country singer 

Garth Brooks performed a song, titled 

“Unanswered Prayers,” in which he 

referred to God as “the Man upstairs.” 

Let’s consider some possible 

implications that this idea may contain. 

There seems to be a human tendency to 

view God as “the Big Man,” or “the Man 

upstairs,” and attribute to Him human 

qualities. Most of the time, when a 

person uses such phrases, that person 

attributes to God more power than other 

men, and places God higher (upstairs) 

than other men, but still views God as 

some kind of giant, powerful Man. 

 

Meeting Times 

 

Sunday  

Bible Class        9:30am 

Worship             10:30am 

 

Worship              6:00pm 

 

Wednesday      

Bible Class        7:00pm 

 

Ladies Bible Class 

meets at 10am on 
Tuesdays 
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..Upcoming Events:.. 
 

 

 May 5th – 10th  Focal Point Workshop at University Church of Christ in  

San Marcos 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In fact, the Greek and Roman religions took the “Man upstairs” idea 

to its logical conclusion and attributed to their gods personalities and 

character flaws that were seen in mere men. The pagan deities lied, 

cheated, stole, consorted, and murdered like “little” humans, only their 

dastardly deeds were perceived to be on a cosmic scale. 

 

In truth, the Bible paints a very different picture of God than is 

contained in the thought of “the Man upstairs.” The Bible repeatedly 

insists that God is not a man. In Numbers 23:19, in an inspired oracle, 

Balak stated: “God is not a man, that He should lie.” The prophet 

Isaiah wrote: “‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 

ways My ways,’ says the Lord. ‘For as the heavens are higher than the 

earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than 

your thoughts’” (55:8-9). The true God of heaven is nothing like the 

ancient pagan deities with their lies and hypocrisy. The God of heaven 

“cannot lie” (Titus 1: 2), nor can He even be tempted with evil (James 

1:13). In fact, God is perfect in every way, “a God of truth and 

without injustice; righteous and upright is He” (Deuteronomy 32:4). 

While it is true that the Bible sometimes describes God with human 

traits (called anthropomorphisms), like having hands or eyes, it is not 

true that God is just a bigger, higher Man. He is altogether perfect, 

“Whose judgments are unsearchable and Whose ways are past finding 

out” (Romans 11:33). Let us always bear in mind as we approach our 

God in worship and prayer, that we are approaching the Perfect God 

of Heaven “to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and 

ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4:11). 

 

[NOTE: Of course we understand that Jesus was called the Son of 

Man, and became a Man. Unlike other men, however, Jesus lived a 

perfect life and never sinned. This brief article is solely intended to 

encourage us not to view God as having the same character flaws, 

failings, and limitations as men and to refer to him in an accurate, 

reverent way.] 

 

 

Order of Service 
 

   Opening Remarks     Leonard Meredith 
   Song Leader       
 

   Song  

   Song  

   Prayer      Sam Phillips 

   Song  
    

   Communion      Ray Park 

         Dylan Petrosky 

   Song  

   Song  

   Sermon      Clay Bond 
    

   Song  

   Offering       
    

   Closing Remarks     Leonard Meredith 
   

   Song  

   Dismissal Prayer     Russell Haydon 

…..&Wednesday Devotional.... 

    

May 8th  Holton George 

May 15th  Haydon 

May 22nd   Haydon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Attendance: Sunday AM:   36    PM:   27    Wednesday:    26   Contribution: $2231.23 

..Upcoming Events:.. 

 

 Today!   Pot Luck Fellowship after morning worship  

 May 5th – 9th   Focal Point Workshop at University Church of Christ in San Marcos 

 June 5th – Aug. 28th Summer Series on the New Testament Epistles: How to Live as a Christian 

 Sept. 15th – 18th  Gospel Meeting with Ken Hope 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

…Prayer List… 
 

Gay Kyle, Butch Crownover, Chris’ cousin Tyler, 

Esmeralda Medina, Gary will have surgery May 23rd, 

Haydon Muk, Tom Barr will have surgery Tuesday 
 

Remember our college students who are away at 

school: Jarrett & Luke Haydon  
 

Shut-Ins: Robbi George  

 


