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When Did Jesus Cleanse the 

Temple? 
Eric Lyons 

 

Q. Did Jesus cleanse the temple on the 

day of His triumphal entry? 

 

A. Many Bible students are aware that 

the apostle John placed Jesus’ cleansing 

of the temple near the beginning of His 

ministry, while Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke positioned the occasion during the 

final week of the Savior’s life 

(see Lyons, 2004). The question 

regarding whether Jesus cleansed the 

temple on the first day He entered 

Jerusalem (during the week of His 

crucifixion) or on a subsequent day, 

however, is rarely pondered. Why did 

Mark place the cleansing of the temple 

on the day after Jesus’ triumphal entry, 

while Matthew seems to indicate the 

cleansing took place on the very day 

Jesus’ entered Jerusalem? 
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..Upcoming Events:.. 
 

 

 May 5th – 10th  Focal Point Workshop at University Church of Christ in  

San Marcos 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, Matthew noted: “And when He 

had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, ‘Who is 

this?’ So the multitudes said, ‘This is Jesus, the prophet from 

Nazareth of Galilee’” (21:10-11). “Then,” Matthew wrote, “Jesus 

went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and 

sold in the temple...” (21:12, emp. added). Notice that Matthew does 

not say exactly when Jesus cleansed the temple, only that the event 

happened “then” (Greek kai, most often translated simply “and”—

cf. KJV, ASV, NASB, RSV, etc.). All one can know from Matthew’s 

account (as well as Luke’s [19:45]) is that (1) Jesus entered Jerusalem, 

and (2) at some later time, He cleansed the temple. 

 

Mark, however, used more detailed, chronological language. On the 

first day, Jesus went into Jerusalem and the temple (Mark 11:1-11), 

then later that day He and His apostles departed for Bethany. 

“Now the next day, when they had come out of Bethany” (11:12, emp. 

added), Jesus again went into Jerusalem and into the temple. Unlike 

His trip to the temple the previous day, this time Jesus entered the 

temple “to drive out those who bought and sold in the temple” (Mark 

11:15-18). Thus, Jesus actually made two trips to the temple: once on 

the day of His triumphal entry (Mark 11:11), then again “the next 

day” to cleanse the temple (Mark 11:12,15-18). In this instance, 

Mark’s account is more sequential, while Matthew’s is more of a 

summary. 

 

Keep in mind that neither Matthew nor Mark was mistaken in his 

account. We often report events with the same variety. Sometimes we 

speak more chronologically, while at other times more generally. 

Consider the family that returns home to tell friends about a trip to 

Disney World. One family member may summarize everything they 

did while at Epcot, while another family member may speak more 

specifically about how they actually went to Epcot parts of two 

different days and were able to see all sorts of things. No one would 

be justified in alleging that either family member was mistaken. 

Likewise, Matthew and Mark’s accounts are complementary—

not contradictory. 

 

 

 

 

 

Order of Service 
 

   Opening Remarks     Chris Windham 
   Song Leader       
 

   Song  

   Song  

   Prayer      Ray Parks 

   Song  
    

   Communion      Jarrett Haydon

         Dylan Petrosky 

   Song  

   Song  

   Sermon      Clay Bond 
    

   Song  

   Offering       
    

   Closing Remarks     Chris Windham 

   Song   

   Dismissal Prayer     Don Petrosky, Jr.  

…..&Wednesday Devotional.... 

    

 

Summer Series June-August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Attendance: Sunday AM:   25    PM:    25   Wednesday:   39    Contribution: $1427.26 

..Upcoming Events:.. 
 

 

 June 5th – Aug. 28th Summer Series on the New Testament Epistles: How to Live as a Christian 
 

 Sept. 15th – 18th  Gospel Meeting with Ken Hope 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

…Prayer List… 
 

Gay Kyle, Butch Crownover, Chris’ cousin Tyler, Esmeralda 

Medina, Gary will have surgery in June, Tom Barr, Don & 

Sherri Blackwell, Melvin Wright, Tammy Whitman 
 

Remember our college students who are away at 

school: Jarrett & Luke Haydon  
 

Shut-Ins: Robbi George  

 


